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Message from the Executive Director

Hello PSRFA Families, Members, and Friends!

It is hard to believe fall is already here, and even harder
to believe I've completed my first full year as Executive
Director of the Pennsylvania State Resource Family
Association!

As | reflect on this past year, | am incredibly grateful for
the experience. It has been a year filled with learning,
growth, new partnerships, and so many opportunities to
connect with resource families, professionals, agencies,
and organizations throughout Pennsylvania. | have
learned so much from the families and individuals | have
met along the way, and your experiences and feedback
continue to help guide the work we do at PSRFA.

Over the past year, we have worked hard to expand
our trainings and resources, build new partnerships,
increase our outreach across the Commonwealth,
grow our membership, and find new ways to support
Pennsylvania’s foster, adoptive, and kinship families.
There is still so much | would like to accomplish, but |
am very proud of how far we have come together, and |
am excited about where we are headed.

And speaking of bringing people together, our 50th
Annual PSRFA Conference is right around the corner!

This year’s conference, “One Community, Many Roles,
One Mission - Building Bridges for Resource Families,”
will be held October 22-23, 2026, at the Penn Harris
Hotel & Convention Center in Camp Hill.

We have an incredible two days planned with
opportunities for learning, connection, resources,

and support. | am especially excited to welcome
Connie Going as our keynote speaker. We will also
have a wonderful lineup of workshops covering topics
important to resource families and the professionals
who support them.

If you have not registered yet, now is the time! PSRFA
members receive complimentary conference registration
along with eligible hotel benefits, and non-members are
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also welcome to attend. You will find
additional conference information,
workshop details, and registration
information in this newsletter. | truly
hope to see many of you there!

As you look through this Fall issue,
you will also find stories highlighting
some amazing young people, along with information
about services, support groups, trainings, and resources
available to families throughout Pennsylvania. One of
my goals for PSRFA is to continue connecting families
with resources they may not even know are available.
Sometimes simply knowing where to turn can make a
difference.

We are also continuing to collect donations for our
conference silent auction, with 100% of the proceeds
benefiting the PSRFA Scholarship Fund. Our
scholarships help eligible youth pursue their educational
goals, whether that path leads to college, university,
trade school, or technical education. Donations of all
sizes are appreciated and help us continue investing in
the futures of young people.

Finally, | want to say thank you.

Thank you to our resource families, members, agencies,
community partners, trainers, volunteers, Board of
Directors, advisors, and everyone who has supported
PSRFA and supported me during my first year in this
role. | am grateful for every connection made, every
idea shared, and every opportunity we have had to work
together.

Here's to another year of growing, learning, connecting,
and building bridges for Pennsylvania’s resource
families.

| hope to see you in October! Stay amazing!
Executive Director
Pennsylvania State Resource Family Association (PSRFA)

Mission Statement

The Pennsylvania State Resource Family Association (PSRFA)
advocates for all who care about children and their families.

We work in partnership with foster, adoptive, and kinship
families, local foster parent associations, and child-serving

agencies to provide support, resources, and a strong voice for

the children and families we serve.

Vision Statement

To engage every part of the community in strengthening family
life across Pennsylvania, while shaping child welfare policy and

practice at the state, national, and international levels.




Justice Has Big Dreams—and a Heart to Match

B

Justice is a thoughtful and compassionate teen. He is
also very clever and quick-witted. He loves building
with LEGO blocks, playing video games, and building/
tinkering with things to fix them. He is really good at
taking things apart and building them again. Justice is
especially good at puzzles and can build a puzzle in
record time. Justice also loves the outdoors, especially
the beach. When asked what his perfect day would
be, he said he would spend most of the time at the
beach and a few hours fishing. Justice said his biggest
strengths are that he is kind, nice, fun, and friendly.

In the future, Justice wants to become a mechanic or
a welder. He wants to buy old cars, fix them, and sell
them. Justice is a dog person, but he also likes cats. He
is very caring with animals.

Parental rights have been terminated for Justice.

For more information, a family can call the SWAN
Helpline at 1-800-585-SWAN or have the family
worker contact the recruiter, Emily Garner, via
telephone or email egarner@myblueprints.org. Please
note: Justice's PAE Number ID (C30AB97) should be
referenced when calling the SWAN Helpline.

Hayden...A Heart Full of Hope

Hayden is a bright and
thoughtful teenager whose
favorite color is purple. She
enjoys the simple things in
life, like eating corn on the
cob, listening to Kane Brown,
reading, crocheting, and
getting creative with different
crafts. Her favorite subjects in
school are English and Span-
ish, and she is recognized as
an exceptional writer.

e
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Hayden has a kind heart and a resilient spirit. She enjoys
trying new things and dreams of spending time by the
ocean, especially taking a family vacation to Myrtle
Beach, one of her favorite places. She would love to be
part of a family that enjoys making memories together,

i supports her interests, and encourages her as she
: continues to grow.

i After high school, Hayden hopes to pursue a career in

: cosmetology. She is excited about the opportunity to

. help others feel confident while doing something she

: enjoys. With her kindness, determination, and positive
outlook, Hayden has so much to offer a family. More than
i anything, she is looking for a place where she feels loved,
i accepted, and truly belongs.

Parental rights have been terminated for Hayden.

For more information, a family can call the SWAN

. Helpline at 1-800-585-SWAN or have the family worker
i contact the recruiter, Elizabeth Mountain, via telephone
or email elizabeth.mountain@amazingkids.org. Please
i note: Hayden's PAE ID Number (C59AC83) should be

: referenced when calling the SWAN Helpline.
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To Parenthood And Back Again

By Laura S. Ray

“Laura, is your life really falling apart?” my
therapist asked me, through the laptop
screen.

Last year in the midst of the chaos of my
13-year-old son'’s risky teenage behaviors,
and mine and my husband'’s difficulty
responding to those behaviors, | sat in a
weekly session with my therapist. My thera-
pist kindly waited until | finished a rant about
how my life was “falling apart,’ and then she
jumped in.

“It seems like you have a lot going well....
Your son is having a really hard time, and
he might be ‘falling apart’ a bit—but you are
not.’

No, | realized, my life was not actually falling
apart.

I can only tell my own story, and do my best
to protect the privacy of those who surround
me—especially my teenaged son. | won't
divulge most of the details of the roughly

six years when my husband and | parented
our son, day in and day out, which began
through fostering and then legally adopting
him. | won't detail the difficult moments and
actions that led up to where my family has
ended up today, since that wouldn't be hon-
oring my son's privacy. But | do want to share
some of my own journey and transformation.

Over the past year, | have had moments of
small parenting wins as well as challenges.
Wins: Getting a small smile or fist bump from
my son, which sent a surge of joy through
my body. Remembering the pearls of wisdom
from a virtual support group, and taking
good care of myself by going for a walk or
savoring a healthy meal. Taking my son to
the local YMCA where we each did our own
workouts, sweating and feeling the endor-
phins pump through our bodies. Challenges:
Forgetting to breathe deeply, and instead
exploding in rage, yelling and screaming.
Crying uncontrollably in my shower and on
my bedroom floor, and crying in a more quiet
way out in public at a coffee shop.
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My husband and | walked around the corner of the historic downtown of a
small town in Oregon on a Sunday summer day.

| turned to my husband and asked, “Did you ever in your life think you'd be
doing that?”

| laughed at myself, and at where our lives had led us. We had just bid
farewell to our 14-year-old son’s birth mom, with smiles and mutual well
wishes, after spending over an hour in conversation together at a small cafe.
We had been discussing how our son was doing lately while living with his
biological (bio) family, and the possibility of him living with them long-term.

This scenario, of our son being in direct contact with his bio mom (not to
mention living in her home!), used to be my worst nightmare. For so long |
felt it was my job to keep a strong wall between my son and his bio mom,
in order to protect him from her instability and the traumas that she had
caused early in his life. | feared that she might hurt him again, and all |
wanted to do was protect my son.

But now my son had run away to his bio family’s house yet again, and we
had stopped trying to run after him. | felt so exhausted and emotionally
battered, and my heart was breaking. | wished that he were living with

us and that the three of us could get along, and that we could feel like a
family again. And yet | knew that wasn't possible right now, and no amount
of pushing or hoping or forcing could get us there. | had laid aside all of
my problem-solving tools and “unhelpful helping,’ and eventually simply
accepted that this was our new reality. Our son was determined to live with
his bio family, and he might want that forever (or he might change his mind
at some point). We could not convince or control him otherwise, and neither
could the state agencies we had reached out to, and | was too tired to try
anymore.

But before | could try to accept my family’s new bizarre form of reality, | first
had a lot of anger and blame to face. | felt livid with our insurance company
that had ended treatment services for my son. | blamed all the therapists
and other professionals who hadn't been able to help or “fix" our family, and
my anger even leaked out at strangers in my worst moments. Many daggers
were also directed inward at myself: for not being a “better” mom, for not
being more patient, for not yelling. In other moments, my insides burned
with anger at my son for some of his behaviors. But none of my misdirected
blame and anger really helped or healed me, | just ended up feeling worse
than before.

Over the past six months, | have been resting and healing my heart. | have
been grieving my son in a type of “ambiguous loss." He had not died, but he
felt very far away. | didn't know if my son would ever come back home to us,
or if he would even want to continue a relationship with us. | saw my son’s
face in so many photos from the past six years, hung up on the walls of our
home, and memories of our times together as a family flooded over me. My
heart longed for my son, or at least for the slightly younger version of him,
when we had felt so much closer together than we had in recent months.

| also experienced waves of relief, and so many moments of calm. My home



had been a zone of chaos in recent months,
and now it was mostly quiet. It was hard to
admit this out loud to most people, espe-
cially when | feared their judgment about
me as a mom and parent. But for those
who knew the details of the chaos that we
had all been through, they also understood
these feelings.

My family’s story is not entirely unique—
some adopted children and teens, all of
whom have experienced different types of
loss and/or trauma, reach a point where
they are no longer able to stay living with
their adoptive (or guardianship) families.
What was billed as a “forever home" might
not turn out to be that. There are a variety
of reasons for this, and there are missteps
and fingers of blame that can be pointed all
over the place. But the reality is that some
families change in these kinds of ways. |
recently started a peer support group online
so that other adoptive/guardianship parents
who have experienced a loss or estrange-
ment can talk and comfort one another. »

Occasionally someone asks me, do you have
kids? Yes, | have a son who is sweet, tall, smart,
and goofy. My husband and | have loved and
cared and supported him as much as we could,
in all the ways we knew how, along with resourc-
es and support from others. We raised him in our
home during a time in his childhood when he
really needed stable, loving parents. And then
puberty and all the complexities of life came
along, and the seasons changed, and—despite
all of our efforts to control and change his
trajectory—he drifted away and is now figuring
out his path.

From all the information I have, | believe my son
is in good hands right now living with his bio
family. He is no longer running away. This is far
from the “standard” family arrangement, but we
are making it work. Being a mom is the hardest
and most emotional job I've ever had. My son
has several parents who love him dearly, and |
am proud to be one of them. My heart bears the
scars of loving him, and yet it keeps beating on.

. WANT TO JOIN?
Scan the QR code

virtual meeting link.

You Don’t Have To
Navigate Loss Alone

FREE Monthly Peer Support Group

Foster/Adoptive Parents & Loss
Parenting through foster care, adoption, or guardianship can bring un-

expected changes, complicated emotions, and forms of loss that others

may not always understand.

This free virtual peer support group is specifically for foster, adoptive,
i and guardianship caregivers and parents who have experienced a child

leaving their home, loss, or estrangement.

This may include caregivers whose child:

« Is living with their biological family

» Has moved to another foster home

= Has run away

« Is living in a residential treatment center or other institution
« Is no longer living in the family home

« Is an adult child who has become estranged

This is a welcoming peer space to listen, talk, connect, and share with
i others who understand. Participants can talk about their feelings, how
© they are coping, caring for themselves, and navigating changes in their
family relationships.

. WHEN
i Second Saturday of Every Month
{ 12:00-1:00 PM Eastern Time

For questions or to be added to
the group’s email list, contact:

Laura S. Ray

Online - Free laurasophiaray@gmail.com

This peer support group is an
independent resource shared for
the benefit of foster, adoptive, and

below for additional guardianship families.

information and the

PEER SUPPORT GROUP:

Foster |/ Adoptive
Parents & LOSS

Online
2”5 SJE\TU RDJE\'?‘ OF EVERY MONTH & Fr"eE

g AM PACIFIC TIME 112 PM EASTERN TIME

For foster, adoptive,
and guardianship
caregivers/parents
who have had a child
leave their home
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Beyvond Kinship Care Month

Honoring the Families Who Step Up
| -

Each September, National Kinship
Care Month provides an opportunity
to recognize the grandparents,
aunts, uncles, siblings, extended
family members, and other trusted
adults who step forward to care for
children when they cannot safely
remain with their parents.

But when September ends, the
importance of kinship care does not.

Across Pennsylvania, kinship
caregivers are opening their homes
and changing their lives to provide
children with something incredibly
important during an uncertain time:
connection.

For a child entering care, living with
someone they already know and
trust can help preserve connections
to family, culture, traditions, school,
community, and the people and
places that are part of their identity.
A familiar face, a family tradition, or
simply knowing the people around
them can provide a sense of stability
when so much else in their life may
be changing.
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At the same time, becoming a
kinship caregiver can happen
very quickly and unexpectedly.
Grandparents and relatives may
suddenly find themselves navigating
the child welfare system, court
proceedings, school enrollment,
medical appointments, financial
responsibilities, and new family
dynamics all while helping a child
cope with the experiences that
brought them into care.

That is why supporting kinship
caregivers matters.

At the Pennsylvania State Resource
Family Association (PSRFA), we
believe resource families come in
many forms. Foster families, adoptive
families, and kinship families may
have different experiences, but

they share an important mission:
providing children and youth with
safety, stability, connection, and
support.

As we look back on National Kinship
Care Month, we encourage everyone
to carry its message forward
throughout the year.

—

To all Kinship caregivers:
thank you.

Thank you for stepping forward.
Thank you for preserving
connections. Thank you for
navigating the difficult days and
celebrating the good ones. And
most importantly, thank you for
reminding children and youth that
family and belonging can remain a
source of strength even during times
of tremendous change.

National Kinship Care Month

may be recognized in September,
but kinship families deserve our
recognition, resources, and support
every month of the year.

To learn more about resources,
training, membership, and
support available through the
Pennsylvania State Resource
Family Association, visit
www.psrfa.org.



PSRFA’s 50th Annual Conference Is Almost Here!

ONE COMMUNITY, MANY ROLES,

ONE MISSION

,@m/&/mg' ’ ,@/’Mg&x for SKesource Families

We're counting down the days! Join the Pennsylvania State Resource Family Association
on October 22-23, 2026, at the Penn Harris Hotel & Convention Center in Camp Hill as we
come together for our 50th Annual PSRFA Conference!

This year’s conference will bring
together foster, adoptive, and kinship
families, professionals, agencies,
community partners, and advocates
from across Pennsylvania for two
days of learning, connection, re-
sources, and support.

An Exciting Lineup of Training
We are thrilled to welcome Connie
Going as our keynote speaker,
presenting:

« “The Adventure Never Ends:
Supporting Children and Families
Through the Lifelong Journey of
Adoption”

Friday will feature four in-depth
workshops covering topics import-
ant to resource families and the
professionals who support them,
including:

= Supporting Foster & Adoptive
Families Dealing with Blocked Care
Presented by Alexandra
Newcomer & Donya Galen

= Working Collaboratively with Birth
Families to Support Reunification
Presented by Dr. Kurt E. Miller

= Supporting Children in Foster Care:
Practical Strategies for Resource
Families
Presented virtually by Laura,
The Foster Parent Partner,
with live Q&A
In-Person Facilitator: Jennifer
Cleary, Fostered & Flustered

= Processing Grief and Navigating
Loss with Older Youth
Presented by Lisa Smith

More Than Training

The PSRFA Conference is also an
opportunity to meet and connect
with others who understand the
joys, challenges, and importance of
supporting children and families.

Throughout the conference, at-
tendees will have opportunities to
visit resource tables, connect with
organizations and professionals
from across Pennsylvania, enjoy
our Thursday evening banquet, and
participate in our silent auction.

Bid for a Great Cause!
Don't forget to check out our Silent
Auction! 100% of the proceeds

benefit the PSRFA Scholarship Fund,
helping eligible youth pursue their
educational goals through college,
university, trade school, or technical
education.

Registration Is Open -

But the Deadline is

Coming Soon!

Don't miss your chance to join us for
PSRFA's 50th Annual Conference!

PSRFA Members: Complimentary
conference registration with eligible
hotel benefits.

Non-Members: $50 per day or $100
for both days.

Space is limited for some work-
shops, and the registration deadline
is quickly approaching, so don't wait
to reserve your spot!

Visit the PSRFA website at www.
psrfa.org for the latest information
regarding conference registration,
workshop availability, and hotel
accommodations.

Register today! We can't wait to see
you in October!
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Post-Permanency Services

Article written by: Shari McConnell, SWAN Southwest Regional Technical Assistant

The Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network
(SWAN) offers post-permanency services to any family
who has adopted (from foster care, privately, or inter-
nationally) and lives in Pennsylvania. These services
are also available to families who have provided perma-
nency through permanent legal custodianship or formal
kinship care.

Post-permanency services help strengthen and support
families after permanency. Post-permanency services
include an assessment that helps the family identify
their strengths and needs, develop goals, and create a
family support plan to help them meet those goals. This
assessment will also help decide which units of services
(case advocacy, respite, or support group) should be
requested. All family members, including birth children,
are eligible for these SWAN services.

Case advocacy focuses on making sure the family has
the community resources that best meet their needs.
These may include attending meetings at school with
the family, facilitating collaboration with other service
resources so everyone is working together, and identify-
ing and coordinating support services to help the family
meet their goals.

= pennsylvania
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Respite supports eligible families by developing re-
sources to alleviate the pressures of parenting children
with special needs. This unit focuses on developing
competent resources to provide a continuum of care,
either in the home or out of the home, that will continue
to be available beyond SWAN funding.
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Support groups provide parents and youth a chance to
get together with other families and youth dealing with
similar issues. Members of support groups are commu-
nities offering mentoring, education, socialization and
recreational activities. All of them offer opportunities
for families to share their challenges and successes in
providing permanency to a youth. Frequently, support
group members support each other by providing
informal respite.

SWAN also developed a SWAN Post-permanency
Resource Directory. This is a collection of resources
gathered through a collaborative effort between SWAN
and affiliate agencies. The list contains resources sorted
by region in the following categories: budgeting, cloth-
ing, education, emergency, food/nutrition, housing/en-
vironment, labor/work, mental health, service systems
and transportation. This directory was created to share
community resources with all SWAN Post-permanency
affiliates throughout the state and can be accessed
through the SWAN Permanency Toolkit: swantoolkit.
org. (Navigate to Section 06: SWAN Units of Service,
then click the Post-permanency subsection to find the
resource directory linked at the bottom of the page.)
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If you are interested in SWAN post-permanency
services, you can contact the SWAN Helpline at
1-800-585-7926, where helpline staff will connect you
with agencies in your county.



Resource Spotlight

Article written by: Shari McConnell, SWAN Southwest Regional Technical Assistant

Keystone Family Alliance: www.keylam.org

Are you a foster, adoptive, or kinship resource? Addi-
tional support is available to you.

Keystone Family Alliance is a faith-based organization
that aims to provide community support. They bridge
the gap between the needs in the child welfare system
and Pennsylvania churches. Through their programs,
Keystone Family Alliance provides tangible support,
prayer, resources and aid, resulting in foster families
who are involved longer and stronger.

What Keystone Family Alliance offers:

« A resource library for counties. There is a compre-
hensive list of resources by county aimed at enhanc-
ing the well-being of children within the child welfare
system. Users can sort resources by county or by
type of support. You can also connect with your local
county coordinator for a more hands-on experience.

« Events/training opportunities such as virtual train-
ings (Equipping PA Families) which discuss relevant
topics for foster, adoptive, and kinship parents,
trauma training and practices (training certificates are
available for those needing training hours), KeyFam

Summit, Next Step meetings, and pastor and church
leader breakfasts and luncheons.

= Care Community for families. This is an effort to help
foster families in Pennsylvania connect directly with
a community who can support their fostering efforts.
This can include helping cook a meal, helping with
transportation needs, helping spiritually or helping
with specific needs by request.

= Needbridge is an online portal that connects people
to the needs of youth and families in their community.
Community members can register to provide support,
and social workers interacting with foster, adoptive,
and biological families can send needs directly to the
community. Then, community members can claim any
need they can meet. The social worker will then reach
out and coordinate. Needs can include a crib for a
family with a newborn infant, mattresses for a biolog-
ical mother trying to get her children home, clothes,
gift cards for gas or mentors.

Keystone Family Alliance has great resources to help
foster, adoptive, and kinship families!

Have You Visited Our New Website?

PSRFA's new website is officially live! We encourage our
members to visit www.psrfa.org and log in to explore the
new site and access their membership benefits.

Current PSRFA members: Be sure to log in using the email
address associated with your membership. If this is your
first time logging in to the new website, simply select
“Forgot Password” to create/reset your password and
access your account.

PSREA supporis education

through scholarships and
carcer-focused
opporiunities.

.

Logging in is especially important when registering for
the 50th Annual PSRFA Conference, as current members
receive special conference benefits through their mem-
bership.

Having trouble accessing your account or seeing your
membership benefits? Please reach out to PSRFA and
we'll be happy to help!
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ASERT Collaborative

PSRFA is excited to share another valuable
statewide resource with Pennsylvania families and
professionals!

The ASERT Collaborative (Autism Services,
Education, Resources and Training) provides access
to information, resources, support groups, events,
and free online trainings for Pennsylvania's autism
community.

Whether you are a resource parent, caregiver,
professional, or simply looking to learn more about
supporting someone with autism, ASERT has
resources available to help.

Check out the flyer below and visit PAautism.org to
learn more!

Discover Support.
Find Resources.

Feel Empowered.

9 ASERT
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Whether you're an individual, parent, caregiver,
educatorn, or community member, ASERT is here 1o help.

From evidence-based resources and train ng to accessible support tools,
ASERT makes understanding and navigating autism easier for everyong
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1 Village 1 Voice

Upcoming Training & Support

Our 1 Village, 1 Voice monthly Training & Support
sessions will take a short break in October as our
team focuses on several exciting fall activities and
begins planning our 2027 training and support
calendar.

We'll be back in November with:

Holiday Survival Kit
Thursday, November 12, 2026
6:30-8:00 PM | Zoom

The holidays can bring excitement and joy—but
they can also bring big emotions, changes in rou-
tine, grief, and challenging behaviors for children
and youth in care.

During our Holiday Survival Kit, we'll talk about
why behaviors may change during the holiday sea-
son, practical strategies for helping children and
youth navigate those changes, and the importance
of caregiver self-care along the way.

Join us for an evening of training, conversation,
support, and connection as we prepare to navigate
the holiday season together.

1 Village 1 Voice You don't have to navigate it alone.
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

To register: please email us at
villagelvoice@gmail.com




PENNSYLVANIA STATE
RESOURCE FAMILY ASSOCIATION
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Membership

has its
Benefits!

What are the benefits of becoming
a member of PSRFA?

» The knowledge you've helped a child
« Copy of the quarterly newsletter

« Advanced notification, and a reduced rate
for trainings, conferences and meetings

« Academic scholarships for foster children
and adopted / biological children of
PSRFA Members

« A voice in Pennsylvania

« Supply of special brochures and
appreciation items

« Support for local foster parent
associations

» Become a new member or renew your
membership today!

Use the Application or online at
www.psrfa.org.

For more information, contact:
PSRFA: 1-800-951-5151 or

PENNSYLVANIA STATE RESOURCE FAMILY ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership period is from January 1 — December 31
Membership Year
Please type or print all information.

If Agency Membership:

Agency Name

Contact Position/Title

If Family or Individual Membership:

Name

Spouse

Address

City State Zip County

Telephone: Home Cell Work

Email Address

Type of Membership: New O Renewal o
o Family (825.00)

o Local FPA ($25.00)

o Private Foster Care Agency ($60.00)

o0 Public Foster Care Agency ($60.00)

O Supporting ($30.00)

Please mail completed form with dues to:

PSRFA
P.O. Box 60216
Harrisburg, PA 17106-0216

visit our website: www.psrfa.org
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PENNSYLVANIA STATE
RESOURCE FAMILY ASSOCIATION

m)fé & Fomes ©
200 Corporate Center Drive

Suite 100B
Camp Hill, PA 17011

P.O. Box 60216
Harrisburg, PA 17106-0216

@ 1-800-951-5151 @ www.psrfa.org

Back to School

Questions Come Up — Here’s Where to Turn

Resources for Pennsylvania
Resource Families

As the school year gets underway,
questions can come up about

IEPs, special education services,
transportation, school stability,
behavioral or developmental needs,
and more. Sometimes the hardest part
is simply knowing where to start.

Here are a few organizations and
resources that can help Pennsylvania
resource families find information,
support, and guidance along the way.

Your Child’s Team

For questions about school enrollment,
transportation, maintaining the

school of origin, or other educational
concerns, start with your child's
caseworker and school. Ask about your
County Children & Youth Education
Liaison and the school district's Foster
Care Point of Contact.

ASERT - Autism Services,
Education, Resources &
Training Collaborative
Caring for a child or youth with
autism or looking for autism-related
resources? ASERT's Statewide
Resource Center can help families
locate information, supports, and
services available throughout
Pennsylvania.

Phone: 877-231-4244

Email: info@paautism.org
Website: www.PAautism.org

PEAL Center - Parent
Education & Advocacy
Leadership Center

PEAL helps Pennsylvania families
understand IEPs, special education
services, and educational rights and
provides information and individual
assistance to families navigating the
special education system.

Phone: 866-950-1040

Email: info@pealcenter.org
Website: www.pealcenter.org

Disability Rights Pennsylvania
Disability Rights Pennsylvania can
provide information and assistance
related to disability rights, including
special education concerns. This

may be a helpful resource for families
who have questions about a child's
educational rights or special education
services.

Phone: 800-692-7443

Website: www.disabilityrightspa.org

Education Law Center -
Pennsylvania

The Education Law Center provides
information and assistance related to
students’ educational rights, including
school enrollment, school stability,
discipline, and the educational rights of
children and youth in foster care.
Eastern & Central PA: 215-238-6970
Western PA: 412-258-2120

Website: www.elc-pa.org

Not Sure Who to Call? Start with PSRFA!

You don't have to know which organization has the answer.
Contact PSRFA, and we'll do our best to help connect you with resources
and organizations that may be able to assist.

Website: www.psrfa.org



